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ARE WE TOO CONCERNED ABOUT THE ENVIRONMENT?  HAVE YOUR SAY IN THE GREAT LAND USE DEBATE
Farmers and land managers in the UK are getting a raw deal because the emphasis on environmental protection has gone too far, claims Land Manager Mark Tinsley in one of the opening shots in a nationwide on-line debate on land use.  
The Great Land Use Debate, which will launch on Friday 7 March 2008, at http://greatlandusedebate.wordpress.com/  is being hosted by the UK Research Councils’ Rural Economy and Land Use Programme during the Festival of Social Science/National Science and Engineering Week.  The Relu Programme was launched in 2003 to carry out interdisciplinary research on the multiple challenges facing rural areas.  The debate will air opinions from key thinkers and invite everyone with an interest in land use to contribute.
“We don’t have a coherent strategy for land use in the UK,” maintains Mark Tinsley, who grows vegetables and cereal crops in Lincolnshire.  “Policy is ad hoc and designed to achieve short term political gain; it is reactive rather than proactive and the balance between environmental, social and commercial considerations is heavily weighted in favour of the environment.  We need to decide rural policy based on a more balanced perspective.

“We have already made good progress on reversing past damage at field level, but we continue to reduce our commercial competitiveness by allowing the environment to dominate decision-making on issues such as research and development strategy.”  
But Mark Avery, Director of Conservation for the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds takes the opposite view.  “Agriculture policy is moving out of the dark days of scant environmental awareness, but we’re far from a positive environmental footprint,” he retorts.  And he insists that to focus solely on agricultural production would be folly.
“We must include conserving and enhancing wildlife, mitigating and adapting to climate change, managing water resources and quality and providing outdoor space for people’s exercise and spiritual enrichment as equal objectives, alongside production, in our land management policies.  That is the only way to gain the environmental riches we hunger for, and be able to feed ourselves, and our children too.”
The Great Land Use Debate will take place from Friday 7-Friday 14 March to mark the Festival of Social Science/National Science and Engineering Week, and the themes will explore what we expect from rural land in the UK and whether our countryside can fulfil all of our varied expectations.
Director of Relu, Professor Philip Lowe, said: “We expect rural land to grow healthy and safe food, to look attractive when we visit it and to support wildlife.  Increasingly we also expect it to play a role in flood management and to grow new crops such as biofuels.  Can it fulfil all of these demands and if so, how?  If you have views that you want to make heard, this is your opportunity, whatever your interest or involvement in the countryside.”
Visit http://greatlandusedebate.wordpress.com/  from Friday 7 to Friday 14 March 2008 and have your say.  Find out more about Relu and the Great Land Use Debate at www.relu.ac.uk.
 Relu research projects will also be hosting a varied programme of events across the UK during the Festival of Social Science/National Science and Engineering Week, involving scientists, schoolchildren, artists and the public in considering different aspects of rural economy and land use.

The South West: a grassland region
A workshop organised by Dept of Geography, Exeter University with speakers from Relu projects, RSPB and Devon Wildlife Trust

Venue: Room N, Queen’s Building, University of Exeter, Queen’s Drive, Exeter
Monday 10 March, 11.00 am-4.00 pm
Further information: Telephone: 0139 226 3846

Food for the future – is it organic enough?
Event for secondary schools and university researchers organised by SPRU, University of Sussex and Relu researchers

Venue: Universities of Cambridge, Leeds and Sussex
Tuesday 11 March, 2 pm-4 pm

Further information: Telephone: 0127 387 2784

How do you like your woods? Public perceptions of landscape and biodiversity
Public participation events in Aberdeen and Edinburgh organised by Macaulay Institute and Relu project team
Venue: The Macaulay Institute, Craigiebuckler, Aberdeen
Wednesday 12 March, 9.30 am – 5.30 pm
Venue: Royal Botanical Gardens of Edinburgh, 20A Inverleith Row, Edinburgh
Wednesday 15 March, 9.30am-5.30 pm

Further information:

Telephone: 0122 449 8200  x2342

Mapping the perceptions of green space in York
Presentation and discussion organised by Dept Social Policy and Social Work, York University and Relu project team

Venue: National Centre for Early Music, St Margaret's Church, Walmgate, York
Thursday 13 March, 7.30 pm– 9.30 pm
Further information: Telephone: 0190 432 1267

Science meets the eye! 
An exhibition organised by Moors for the Future Partnership and Relu Sustainable Uplands project

Venue: Moorland Centre, Fieldhead, Edale, Derbyshire
Friday 7-Sunday 16 March, 10 am-4 pm
Further information:Telephone: 0162 981 6582

Notes for editors:

1 Mark Tinsley is Managing Director of P Tinsley Ltd, and grows potatoes, vegetables and cereals on 500 hectares supplying a range of UK packing and processing businesses.  He is Chairman of Nene Potatoes Ltd, a potato co-operative, Deputy Chairman of the Food Chain Centre and was a member of the Government’s Policy Commission on the Future of Food and Farming (Curry Commission) and founder Chairman of the Assured Produce Scheme.   The full text of his contribution is available.
2 Dr Mark Avery is a scientist by training, and is the Conservation Director of the RSPB.  He has worked for the Society for 22 years and headed the Society’s Conservation Science Department before taking up his current post.   The full text of his contribution is available.
3 The UK research councils’ Rural Economy and Land Use Programme was launched in 2003 to carry out interdisciplinary research on the multiple challenges facing rural areas.  The programme is an unprecedented collaboration between the Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC), the Biotechnology and Biological Sciences Research Council (BBSRC) and the Natural Environment Research Council (NERC). It has a budget of £24 million, with additional funding provided by the Scottish Government and the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs. 
4 The Festival of Social Science is organised by the Economic and Social Research Council, and runs from March 7th to 16th, alongside National Science and Engineering Week), in order to highlight just how integral the social sciences are to the wider world of science and engineering. It celebrates some of the very best British social science research, as well as highlighting the ways in which social science makes a difference to everyday lives. Press releases detailing some of the varied events are available at www.esrcfestival.ac.uk or for more information about the Festival please contact the ESRC Press Office on 01793 413032 or via e-mail: esrcpressoffice@esrc.ac.uk. 
5 National Science and Engineering Week, which runs from 7-16 March 2008, takes science to the public rather than waiting for the public to find science. During the week, events are organised throughout the UK by a large and varied range of organisations and individuals including hospitals, schools, industry and museums, with venues ranging from shopping centres to pubs and churches. National Science and Engineering Week is coordinated by the BA in partnership with the Engineering and Technology Board (ETB), and funded by the Department for Innovation, Universities and Skills (DIUS). For more information, please visit www.the-ba.net/nsew
6 For more information about the Great Land Use Debate and for full texts of the keynote contributions, contact Science Communications Manager Anne Liddon, tel 0191 2226880 or email anne.liddon@ncl.ac.uk.
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